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Most scholars believe that the numerous similarities between the Covenant Code (Exodus 20:23-23:19) and
Mesopotamian law collections, especially the Laws of Hammurabi, which date to around 1750 BCE, are due
to oral tradition that extended from the second to the first millennium. This book offers a fundamentally new
understanding of the Covenant Code, arguing that it depends directly and primarily upon the Laws of
Hammurabi and that the use of this source text occurred during the Neo-Assyrian period, sometime between
740-640 BCE, when Mesopotamia exerted strong and continuous political and cultural influence over the
kingdoms of Israel and Judah and a time when the Laws of Hammurabi were actively copied in
Mesopotamia as a literary-canonical text. The study offers significant new evidence demonstrating that a
model of literary dependence is the only viable explanation for the work. It further examines the
compositional logic used in transforming the source text to produce the Covenant Code, thus providing a
commentary to the biblical composition from the new theoretical perspective. This analysis shows that the
Covenant Code is primarily a creative academic work rather than a repository of laws practiced by Israelites
or Judeans over the course of their history. The Covenant Code, too, is an ideological work, which
transformed a paradigmatic and prestigious legal text of Israel's and Judah's imperial overlords into a
statement symbolically countering foreign hegemony. The study goes further to study the relationship of the
Covenant Code to the narrative of the book of Exodus and explores how this may relate to the development
of the Pentateuch as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

George Hinnenkamp:

The book Inventing God's Law: How the Covenant Code of the Bible Used and Revised the Laws of
Hammurabi can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the best thing like a book Inventing God's Law: How the Covenant Code of the Bible Used and Revised the
Laws of Hammurabi? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Inventing God's Law: How the Covenant Code of the Bible Used and Revised the Laws of Hammurabi has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Alice Christensen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Inventing
God's Law: How the Covenant Code of the Bible Used and Revised the Laws of Hammurabi.

Diane Walker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day every day to reading a guide. The book Inventing God's Law: How the Covenant Code of the Bible
Used and Revised the Laws of Hammurabi it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

May Davidson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Inventing God's Law: How the Covenant Code of the Bible Used and Revised the Laws



of Hammurabi. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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