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Counterculture icon and best-selling author of the anti-authoritarian novels One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest and Sometimes a Great Notion, Ken Kesey said he was “too young to be a beatnik and too old to be a
hippie.” It’s All a Kind of Magic is the first biography of Kesey. It reveals a youthful life of brilliance and
eccentricity that encompassed wrestling, writing, farming, magic and ventriloquism, CIA-funded
experiments with hallucinatory drugs, and a notable cast of characters that would come to include Wallace
Stegner, Larry McMurtry, Tom Wolfe, Neal Cassady, Timothy Leary, the Grateful Dead, and Hunter S.
Thompson.

            Based on meticulous research and many interviews with friends and family, Rick Dodgson’s
biography documents Kesey’s early life, from his time growing up in Oregon through his college years, his
first drug experiences, and the writing of his most famous books. While a graduate student in creative writing
at Stanford University in the late 1950s and early 1960s, Kesey worked the night shift at the Menlo Park
Veterans Administration hospital, where he earned extra money taking LSD and other psychedelic drugs for
medical studies. Soon he and his bohemian crowd of friends were using the same substances to conduct their
own experiments, exploring the frontiers of their minds and testing the boundaries of their society.

            With the success of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Kesey moved to La Honda, California, in the
foothills of San Mateo County, creating a scene that Hunter S. Thompson remembered as the “world capital
of madness.” There, Kesey and his growing band of Merry Prankster friends began hosting psychedelic
parties and living a “hippie” lifestyle before anyone knew what that meant. Tom Wolfe’s book The Electric
Kool-Aid Acid Test mythologized Kesey’s adventures in the 1960s.

            Illustrated with rarely seen photographs, It’s All a Kind of Magic depicts a precocious young man
brimming with self-confidence and ambition who—through talent, instinct, and fearless spectacle—made his
life into a performance, a wild magic act that electrified American and world culture.

“Rick Dodgson has pored over Kesey’s published and unpublished writings, interviews, and historical
records to write a colorful biography of this charismatic American character. The resulting portrayal
challenges assumptions about Kesey’s place in the counterculture.”—Journal of American History

 

“Dodgson’s painstaking research unearths hidden gems of Kesey’s life that marked him as a fascinating
figure.”—H-Net
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

Here thing why this It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with It's All a Kind of
Magic: The Young Ken Kesey. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey
in e-book can be your alternative.

Elizabeth Brock:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled It's
All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get before. The It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey giving you another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Robert Bell:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey can make you experience more
interested to read.

Sophia Myers:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken Kesey we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable



with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book It's All a Kind of Magic: The Young Ken
Kesey. You can more inviting than now.
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