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It is clear that in our society today, issues of diversity and social cohesion remain deeply unresolved and can
lead to crisis and instability. The major demographic changes taking place in America make discussions
about such issues all the more imperative. Our Compelling Interests engages this conversation and
demonstrates that diversity is an essential strength that gives nations a competitive edge. This inaugural
volume of The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s Our Compelling Interests series illustrates that a diverse
population offers our communities a prescription for thriving now and in the future. 

This landmark essay collection begins with a powerful introduction situating the demographic transitions
reshaping American life, and the contributors present a broad-ranging look at the value of diversity to
democracy and civil society. They explore the paradoxes of diversity and inequality in the fifty years
following the civil rights legislation of the 1960s, and they review the ideals that have governed our thinking
about social cohesion—such as assimilation, integration, and multiculturalism—before delving into the new
ideal of social connectedness. The book also examines the demographics of the American labor force and its
implications for college enrollment, graduation, the ability to secure a job, business outcomes, and the
economy. Contributors include Danielle Allen, Nancy Cantor, Anthony Carnevale, William Frey, Earl
Lewis, Nicole Smith, Thomas Sugrue, and Marta Tienda. Commentary is provided by Kwame Anthony
Appiah, Patricia Gurin, and Ira Katznelson.

At a time when American society is swiftly being transformed, Our Compelling Interests sheds light on how
our differences will only become more critical to our collective success.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Our Compelling Interests: The Value of
Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous Society book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Percy Brown:

Beside this specific Our Compelling Interests: The Value of Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous
Society in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Our Compelling Interests: The Value of
Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous Society because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Bobby Kile:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Our Compelling Interests: The Value of Diversity for
Democracy and a Prosperous Society. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Garnet Veach:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Our
Compelling Interests: The Value of Diversity for Democracy and a Prosperous Society.
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