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From the Psalms to the Prophets, from job to Ecclesiastes, much of the Bible is written in poetry. The poems
of the Bible include some of its best known and most beloved passages: "The Lord is my shepherd," "Let
justice roll down like waters," "By the rivers of Babylon," "Remember your Creator," "Arise, shine, for thy
light is come!" These poems live in the hearts of those who are familiar with the Bible and offer rich rewards
to anyone who is approaching the world's greatest book for the first time.
In The Great Poems of the Bible, Harvard scholar James Kugel presents original translations of the most
beautiful and important poems of the Scripture. Taken together, these poems represent the very essence of
the Hebrew Bible. Reading them one after another is like taking a guided tour through Scripture, meeting
firsthand some of its most important teachings and opening the way to an understanding of the Bible as a
whole.
Each poem is accompanied by an eloquent and accessible explanation of the poem's language, and a
reflection on its meaning. These learned, compact essays introduce readers to the broader spiritual world of
ancient Israel. What did people in biblical times believe about God? Where is a person's soul located and
what does it do? Is there an afterlife? How does one come to "know" God? Why wasn't Eve meant to be
Adam's "helpmate" (Kugel shows how this was just a translator's slip-up), and what does the Bible have to
say about the role of women?
Kugel's sparkling translations of the poems, together with the fascinating insights that accompany them,
distill the very best that the Bible and modern scholarship have to offer. Kugel brings new life to some of
history's greatest poems, and offers a new look at a Bible we thought we already knew. Here, in one volume,
is a "Bible's bible" that belongs in every home.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

The reason why? Because this The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New Translations
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Karen Johnson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need more time to
be examine. The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New Translations can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Willie Coffey:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New Translations offer you a new
experience in studying a book.

Louis Chavez:

You will get this The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New Translations by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.
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