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The Perfect Servant reevaluates the place of eunuchs in Byzantium. Kathryn Ringrose uses the modern
concept of gender as a social construct to identify eunuchs as a distinct gender and to illustrate how gender
was defined in the Byzantine world. At the same time she explores the changing role of the eunuch in
Byzantium from 600 to 1100.

Accepted for generations as a legitimate and functional part of Byzantine civilization, eunuchs were
prominent in both the imperial court and the church. They were distinctive in physical appearance, dress, and
manner and were considered uniquely suited for important roles in Byzantine life. Transcending
conventional notions of male and female, eunuchs lived outside of normal patterns of procreation and
inheritance and were assigned a unique capacity for mediating across social and spiritual boundaries. This
allowed them to perform tasks from which prominent men and women were constrained, making them, in
essence, perfect servants.

Written with precision and meticulously researched, The Perfect Servant will immediately take its place as a
major study on Byzantium and the history of gender.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the
Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium to read.

Joshua Stamper:

Here thing why that The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social
Construction of Gender in Byzantium giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social
Construction of Gender in Byzantium. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social
Construction of Gender in Byzantium in e-book can be your alternate.

Charlotte Cooper:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social
Construction of Gender in Byzantium is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lisa Robinson:

Beside this kind of The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social Construction of
Gender in Byzantium because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to



miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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