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The gritty combat memoir of a Marine Corps artilleryman and forward observerAs a married man and
Stanford graduate student nearing thirty, Christopher Donner would likely have qualified for an exemption
from the draft. Like most of his generation, however, he responded promptly to the call to arms after Pearl
Harbor. His wartime experiences in the Pacific Theater were seared into his consciousness, and in early 1946
he set out to preserve those memories while they were still fresh. Sixty-five years later, Donner’s memoir is
now available to the public.During the spring of 1943 Donner joined the Marines’ 9th Defense Battalion and
saw his first combat service in the campaign for New Georgia in the Solomon Islands. Due to a large
Japanese airfield threatening several Allied bases, New Georgia was the next island group targeted for the
Allies’ post-Guadalcanal operations. Donner’s account of the fight for New Georgia is replete with images of
lush tropical lagoons and groves shredded by American artillery bombardments and Japanese air raids. With
the end of Japanese resistance in the Central Solomons, Donner’s battalion was dispatched in June 1944 to
serve in the liberation of the U.S. territory of Guam. When his unit was deactivated and its veterans sent
home, Donner was not so fortunate.In early 1945, Donner was reassigned to the 11th Marines, the 1st Marine
Division’s field artillery. His new commander decreed that Donner would serve as a field artillery forward
observer—just in time for the invasion of Okinawa. Teeming with close calls and near misses, frank yet
sensitive observations of the brutality visited on Okinawa’s civilians, and the horrors of frontline combat,
Donner’s account of his service with the “Old Breed” on Okinawa forms the core of his memoir. Donner’s
“FO” team accompanied both Marine and Army infantrymen into the bitter fighting at Wana Ridge, the
Dragon’s Tooth, and Shuri Castle. Miraculously unscathed by the Okinawa bloodbath, Donner was en route
to California for his first opportunity for leave when he learned of the atomic bombs and war’s end.Besides
providing a candid, moving contemporary record of the combat experiences of a Marine Corps officer,
Pacific Time on Target is an invaluable account of the harrowing life of an artillery forward observer, as few
of these men survived to tell their stories. It will appeal to military historians and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Mohammad Darling:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Pacific Time on Target: Memoirs of a Marine
Artillery Officer, 1943-1945. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book Pacific Time on Target: Memoirs of a Marine Artillery Officer, 1943-1945.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a
book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Melvin Robinson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Pacific Time on Target: Memoirs of a Marine Artillery Officer, 1943-1945, it is possible to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a reserve.

Edmund Hillman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Pacific Time on Target: Memoirs of a
Marine Artillery Officer, 1943-1945 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Pacific Time on Target: Memoirs of a
Marine Artillery Officer, 1943-1945 become your own personal starter.

Irene Robertson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that



recommended for your requirements is Pacific Time on Target: Memoirs of a Marine Artillery Officer,
1943-1945 this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book acceptable all of you.
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