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Over the past two decades, the United States has seen a dramatic increase in the number and magnitude of
punitive damages verdicts rendered by juries in civil trials. Probably the most extraordinary example is the
July 2000 award of $144.8 billion in the Florida class action lawsuit brought against cigarette manufacturers.
Or consider two recent verdicts against the auto manufacturer BMW in Alabama. In identical cases, argued
in the same court before the same judge, one jury awarded $4 million in punitive damages, while the other
awarded no punitive damages at all. In cases involving accidents, civil rights, and the environment,
multimillion-dollar punitive awards have been a subject of intense controversy.

But how do juries actually make decisions about punitive damages? To find out, the authors-experts in
psychology, economics, and the law-present the results of controlled experiments with more than 600 mock
juries involving the responses of more than 8,000 jury-eligible citizens. Although juries tended to agree in
their moral judgments about the defendant's conduct, they rendered erratic and unpredictable dollar awards.
The experiments also showed that instead of moderating juror verdicts, the process of jury deliberation
produced a striking "severity shift" toward ever-higher awards. Jurors also tended to ignore instructions from
the judges; were influenced by whatever amount the plaintiff happened to request; showed "hindsight bias,"
believing that what happened should have been foreseen; and penalized corporations that had based their
decisions on careful cost-benefit analyses. While judges made many of the same errors, they performed
better in some areas, suggesting that judges (or other specialists) may be better equipped than juries to decide
punitive damages.

Using a wealth of new experimental data, and offering a host of provocative findings, this book documents a
wide range of systematic biases in jury behavior. It will be indispensable for anyone interested not only in
punitive damages, but also jury behavior, psychology, and how people think about punishment.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Punitive Damages: How Juries Decide. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Punitive Damages: How Juries Decide. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Jackie Sneller:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Punitive
Damages: How Juries Decide suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The particular book untitled Punitive Damages: How Juries Decideis a single of several books that will
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mattie Peters:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Punitive Damages: How
Juries Decide that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Punitive Damages: How Juries Decide become your
personal starter.

Richard Mason:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Punitive Damages: How Juries Decide this publication consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some



investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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