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Innocent. Invader. Lover. Thief. Sparrows are everywhere, in many guises. They are cherished pets, subject
of elegies by Catullus and John Skelton, listed as ‘pretty things’ in Sei Shonagon’s Pillow Book. They’re
grimy, urban vermin with shocking manners, so reviled that during the 1950s Mao placed them on the list of
‘Four Pests’ and ordered the Chinese people to kill them all. In many countries they are appallingly
successful non-natives, attacking indigenous birds and ravaging ecosystems. Able to live in the Arctic and
the desert, from Beijing to San Francisco, the house sparrow is the most widespread wild bird in the world.
In Sparrow, award-winning science and natural history writer Kim Todd explores the complex history,
biology and literary tradition of this bird that embodies the word ‘common’. In literature, the New Testament
claimed that not a sparrow falls without God noting it; the idea of the precious sparrow developed from
Hamlet to twentieth-century gospel hymns; the bold, defiant sparrow appears in many folk and fairy tales.
The author explores Old World sparrows, like the house sparrow, which can nest in a garage or in an airport,
and New World sparrows, which often stake their claim to remote islands or meadows in the high Sierra.
Todd looks at the nineteenth-century ‘Sparrow War’ in the USA – a battle over the sparrow’s introduction –
which set the stage for decades of discussions of invasive species. She examines the ways in which sparrows
have taught us about evolution, and the recent decline of house sparrows in cities globally. This
disappearance of a bird that seemed hardwired for success remains an ornithological mystery. With lush
illustrations, ranging from early woodcuts and illustrated manuscripts to contemporary wildlife photography,
this is the first book-length exploration of the natural and cultural history of this cheeky and ubiquitous bird.
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From reader reviews:

Hannah Norton:

This Sparrow (Animal) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Sparrow
(Animal) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't be worry Sparrow (Animal) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Sparrow (Animal) having great
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jessie Loudermilk:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sparrow (Animal) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Nancy Harris:

The book with title Sparrow (Animal) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Pauline Browne:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Sparrow (Animal). This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.
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