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The political history of the twentieth century can be viewed as the history of democracy’s struggle against its
external enemies: fascism and communism. This struggle ended with the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
collapse of the Soviet regime. Some people think that democracy now faces new enemies: Islamic
fundamentalism, religious extremism and international terrorism and that this is the struggle that will define
our times. Todorov disagrees: the biggest threat to democracy today is democracy itself. Its enemies are
within: what the ancient Greeks called 'hubris'.

Todorov argues that certain democratic values have been distorted and pushed to an extreme that serves the
interests of dominant states and powerful individuals. In the name of ‘democracy’ and ‘human rights’, the
United States and some European countries have embarked on a crusade to enlighten some foreign
populations through the use of force. Yet this mission to ‘help’ others has led to Abu Ghraib and
Guantanamo, to large-scale destruction and loss of life and to a moral crisis of growing proportions. The
defence of freedom, if unlimited, can lead to the tyranny of individuals.

Drawing on recent history as well as his own experience of growing up in a totalitarian regime, Todorov
returns to examples borrowed from the Western canon: from a dispute between Augustine and Pelagius to
the fierce debates among Enlightenment thinkers to explore the origin of these perversions of democracy. He
argues compellingly that the real democratic ideal is to be found in the delicate, ever-changing balance
between competing principles, popular sovereignty, freedom and progress. When one of these elements
breaks free and turns into an over-riding principle, it becomes dangerous: populism, ultra-liberalism and
messianism, the inner enemies of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Hayes:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Inner Enemies of
Democracy is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Nick McAllister:

This book untitled The Inner Enemies of Democracy to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Ronald Griffin:

This The Inner Enemies of Democracy is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Inner Enemies
of Democracy in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Jesse Williams:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Inner Enemies of Democracy is
simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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