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The presentation of Europe's immediate historical past has quite dramatically changed. Conventional
depictions of occupation and collaboration in World War II, of wartime resistance and post-war renewal,
provided the familiar backdrop against which the chronicle of post-war Europe has mostly been told. Within
these often ritualistic presentations, it was possible to conceal the fact that not only were the majority of
people in Hitler's Europe not resistance fighters but millions actively co-operated with and many millions
more rather easily accommodated to Nazi rule. Moreover, after the war, those who judged former
collaborators were sometimes themselves former collaborators. Many people became innocent victims of
retribution, while others--among them notorious war criminals--escaped punishment. Nonetheless, the
process of retribution was not useless but rather a historically unique effort to purify the continent of the
many sins Europeans had committed. This book sheds light on the collective amnesia that overtook
European governments and peoples regarding their own responsibility for war crimes and crimes against
humanity--an amnesia that has only recently begun to dissipate as a result of often painful searching across
the continent.

In inspiring essays, a group of internationally renowned scholars unravels the moral and political choices
facing European governments in the war's aftermath: how to punish the guilty, how to decide who was guilty
of what, how to convert often unspeakable and conflicted war experiences and memories into serviceable,
even uplifting accounts of national history. In short, these scholars explore how the drama of the immediate
past was (and was not) successfully "overcome." Through their comparative and transnational emphasis, they
also illuminate the division between eastern and western Europe, locating its origins both in the war and in
post-war domestic and international affairs. Here, as in their discussion of collaborators' trials, the authors
lay bare the roots of the many unresolved and painful memories clouding present-day Europe.

Contributors are Brad Abrams, Martin Conway, Sarah Farmer, Luc Huyse, László Karsai, Mark Mazower,
and Peter Romijn, as well as the editors. Taken separately, their essays are significant contributions to the
contemporary history of several European countries. Taken together, they represent an original and
pathbreaking account of a formative moment in the shaping of Europe at the dawn of a new millennium.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Jones:

This The Politics of Retribution in Europe book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of The Politics of Retribution in Europe without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Politics of Retribution in Europe can bring if
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even telephone. This The Politics of Retribution in Europe having fine arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Arlene Farmer:

The publication with title The Politics of Retribution in Europe has lot of information that you can discover
it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kimberly Lunceford:

This The Politics of Retribution in Europe is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Politics of Retribution in Europe in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
a single. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Nona Smith:

This The Politics of Retribution in Europe is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Politics of Retribution in
Europe can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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