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To much of the world, North Korea is an impenetrable mystery, its inner workings unknown and its actions
toward the outside unpredictable and frequently provocative. Tyranny of the Weak reveals for the first time
the motivations, processes, and effects of North Korea's foreign relations during the Cold War era. Drawing
on extensive research in the archives of North Korea's present and former communist allies, including the
Soviet Union, China, and East Germany, Charles K. Armstrong tells in vivid detail how North Korea
managed its alliances with fellow communist states, maintained a precarious independence in the Sino-
Soviet split, attempted to reach out to the capitalist West and present itself as a model for Third World
development, and confronted and engaged with its archenemies, the United States and South Korea.

From the invasion that set off the Korean War in June 1950 to the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991,
Tyranny of the Weak shows how—despite its objective weakness—North Korea has managed for much of its
history to deal with the outside world to its maximum advantage. Insisting on a path of "self-reliance" since
the 1950s, North Korea has continually resisted pressure to change from enemies and allies alike. A
worldview formed in the crucible of the Korean War and Cold War still maintains a powerful hold on North
Korea in the twenty-first century, and understanding those historical forces is as urgent today as it was sixty
years ago.
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From reader reviews:

Harvey Hobbs:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Tyranny of the Weak: North Korea
and the World, 1950-1992 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) book as
basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Douglas Leverette:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Tyranny of the Weak: North
Korea and the World, 1950-1992 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University)
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Corinne Parsons:

This Tyranny of the Weak: North Korea and the World, 1950-1992 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian
Institute, Columbia University) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Tyranny of the Weak: North Korea and the World, 1950-1992 (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might
be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Tyranny of the Weak: North
Korea and the World, 1950-1992 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Walter Son:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Tyranny of the Weak: North Korea and the World,
1950-1992 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can give you a lot of pals
because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you



information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Tyranny of the Weak: North Korea and the World, 1950-1992
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University).
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