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Law often purports to require people, including government officials, to act in ways they think are morally
wrong or harmful. What is it about law that can justify such a claim?

In A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law, Christopher J. Peters offers an answer to this
question, one that illuminates the unique appeal of democratic government, the peculiar structure of
adversary adjudication, and the contested legitimacy of constitutional judicial review. Peters contends that
law should be viewed primarily as a device for avoiding or resolving disputes, a function that implies certain
core properties of authoritative legal procedures. Those properties - competence and impartiality - give
democracy its advantage over other forms of government. They also underwrite the adversary nature of
common-law adjudication and the duties and constraints of democratic judges. And they ground a defense of
constitutionalism and judicial review against persistent objections that those practices are "counter-
majoritarian" and thus nondemocratic.

This work canvasses fundamental problems within the diverse disciplines of legal philosophy, democratic
theory, philosophy of adjudication, and public-law theory and suggests a unified approach to unraveling
them. It also addresses practical questions of law and government in a way that should appeal to anyone
interested in the complex and often troubled relationship among morality, democracy, and the rule of law.

Written for specialists and non-specialists alike, A Matter of Dispute explains why each of us individually,
and all of us collectively, have reason to obey the law - why democracy truly is a system of government
under law.
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From reader reviews:

Alexandra Sauer:

The book A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law will bring you to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just
read, this book very suitable to you. The book A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Juan Dishon:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this A
Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law.

Lorna Dews:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Matter of Dispute:
Morality, Democracy, and Law which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

William Harris:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A Matter of Dispute:
Morality, Democracy, and Law has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading which.
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