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This collection of essays centers on the formation of an ethnic identity among Chinese Americans during the
period when immigration was halted. The first section emphasizes the attempts by immigrant Chinese to
assert their intention of becoming Americans and to defend the few rights they had as resident aliens.
Highlighting such individuals as Yung Wing, and ardent advocate of American social and political ideals,
and Wong Chin Foo, one of the first activists for Chinese citizenship and voting rights, these essays speak
eloquently about the early struggles in the Americanization movement.

The second section shows how children of the immigrants developed a sense of themselves as having a
distinct identity as Chinese Americans. For this generation, many of the opportunities available to other
immigrants' children were simply inaccessible. In some districts explicit policies kept Chinese children in
segregated schools; in many workplaces discriminatory practices kept them from being hired or from
advancing beyond the lowest positions. In the 1930s, in fact, some Chinese Americans felt  their only option
was to emigrate to China, where they could find jobs better matched to their abilities. Many young Chinese
women who were eager to take advantage of the educational and work options opening to women in the
wider U.S. society first had to overcome their family's opposition and then racism. As the personal
testimonies and historical biographies eloquently attest, these young people deeply felt the contradictions
between Chinese and American ways; but they also saw themselves as having to balance the demands of the
two cultures rather than as having to choose between them.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

The book Claiming America (Asian American History & Cultu) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Claiming America (Asian
American History & Cultu)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Claiming
America (Asian American History & Cultu) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Harold Walsh:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Claiming
America (Asian American History & Cultu) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Melvin Robinson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Claiming America (Asian American
History & Cultu) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Claiming America (Asian
American History & Cultu) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Trent Gibson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Claiming America (Asian American History & Cultu) this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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