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Erasmus' Adages, a vast collection of the proverbial wisdom of Greek and Roman antiquity, was published
in 1508 and became one of the most influential works of the Renaissance. It also marked a turning point in
the history of Western thinking about literary property. At once a singularly successful commercial product
of the new printing industry and a repository of intellectual wealth, the Adages looks ahead to the
development of copyright and back to an ancient philosophical tradition that ideas should be universally
shared in the spirit of friendship. In this elegant and tightly argued book, Kathy Eden focuses on both the
commitment to friendship and common property that Erasmus shares with his favourite philosophers -
Pythagoras, Plato, and Christ - and the early history of private property that gradually transforms European
attitudes concerning the right to copy. In the process she accounts for the peculiar shape of Erasmus'
collection of more than 3,000 proverbs and provides insightful readings of such ancient philosophical and
religious thinkers as Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Iamblichus, Tertullian, Basil, Jerome, and
Augustine.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

Often the book Friends Hold All Things in Common: Tradition, Intellectual Property, and the Adages of
Erasmus has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Roman Leonard:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Friends Hold All Things in
Common: Tradition, Intellectual Property, and the Adages of Erasmus which is keeping the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Nick McAllister:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Friends Hold All Things in
Common: Tradition, Intellectual Property, and the Adages of Erasmus can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Michael Ogden:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Friends Hold All Things in Common: Tradition, Intellectual Property, and
the Adages of Erasmus can make you experience more interested to read.
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