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Looking especially at widows of master craftsmen in early modern Paris, this study provides analysis of the
social and cultural structures that shaped widows' lives as well as their day-to-day experiences. Janine Lanza
examines widows in early modern Paris at every social and economic level, beginning with the late sixteenth
century when changes in royal law curtailed the movement of property within families up to the time of the
French Revolution. The glimpses she gives us of widows running businesses, debating remarriage, and
negotiating marriage contracts offer precious insights into the daily lives of women in this period. Lanza
shows that understanding widows dramatically alters our understanding of gender, not only in terms of how
it was lived in this period but also how historians can use this idea as a category of analysis. Her study also
engages the historiographical issue of business and entrepreneurship, particularly women's participation in
the world of work; and explicitly examines the place of the law in the lived experience of the early modern
period. How did widowed women use their newly acquired legal emancipation? How did they handle their
emotional loss? How did their roles in their families and their communities change? How did they remain
financially solvent without a man in the house? How did they make decisions that had always been made by
the men around them? These questions all touch upon the experience of widows and on the ways women
related to prevalent structures and ideologies in this society. Lanza's study of these women, the ways they
were represented and how they experienced their widowhood, challenges many historical assumptions about
women and their roles with respect to the law, the family, and economic activity.
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From reader reviews:

Hayden Roberts:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender,
Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Jeffrey Barclay:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this From Wives to Widows in Early Modern
Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) to read.

Goldie Oleary:

You may get this From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Harold Phillips:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book From Wives to Widows in Early
Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it.
Beside that the guide From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women
and Gender in the Early Modern World) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse



with the information must you're doing of the time.
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