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On the Eve is the portrait of a world on the brink of annihilation. In this provocative book, Bernard
Wasserstein presents a new and disturbing interpretation of the collapse of European Jewish civilization even
before the Nazi onslaught.

In the 1930s, as Europe spiraled toward the Second World War, the continent’s Jews faced an existential
crisis. The harsh realities of the age—anti-Semitic persecution, economic discrimination, and an ominous
climate of violence—devastated Jewish communities and shattered the lives of individuals.

The Jewish crisis was as much the result of internal decay as of external attack. Demographic collapse, social
disintegration, and cultural dissolution were all taking their toll. The problem was not just Nazism: In the
summer of 1939 more Jews were behind barbed wire outside the Third Reich than within it, and not only in
police states but even in the liberal democracies of the West. The greater part of Europe was being
transformed into a giant concentration

camp for Jews. Unlike most previous accounts, On the Eve focuses not on the anti-Semites but on the Jews.
Wasserstein refutes the common misconception that they were unaware of the gathering forces of their
enemies. He demonstrates that there was a growing and widespread recognition among Jews that they stood
on the edge of an abyss.

On the Eve recaptures the agonizing sorrows and the effervescent cultural glories of this last phase in the
history of the European Jews. It explores their hopes, anxieties, and ambitions, their family ties, social
relations, and intellectual creativity—everything that made life meaningful and bearable for them.

Wasserstein introduces a diverse array of characters: holy men and hucksters, beggars and bankers,
politicians and poets, housewives and harlots, and, in an especially poignant chapter, children without a
future. The geographical range also is vast: from Vilna (the “Jerusalem of the North”) to Amsterdam,
Vienna, Warsaw, and Paris, from the Judeo-Espagnol-speaking stevedores of Salonica to the Yiddish-
language collective farms of Soviet Ukraine and Crimea.

Wasserstein’s aim is to “breathe life into dry bones.” Based on comprehensive research, rendered with
compassion and empathy, and brought alive by telling anecdotes and dry wit, On the Eve offers a vivid and
enlightening picture of the European Jews in their final hour.
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From reader reviews:

David Carson:

This On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the
Second World War can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War giving
you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gary Stark:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this On the Eve: The
Jews of Europe Before the Second World War.

Loren Parker:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book you wanted.

Lily Tarver:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By book On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
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