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In 1859, the S.S. Great Eastern departed from England on her maiden voyage. She was a remarkable wonder
of the nineteenth century: an iron city longer than Trafalgar Square, taller than Big Ben's tower, heavier than
Westminster Cathedral. Her paddles were the size of Ferris wheels; her decks could hold four thousand
passengers bound for America, or ten thousand troops bound for the Raj. Yet she ended her days as a floating
carnival before being unceremoniously dismantled in 1889.

Steamships like the Great Eastern occupied a singular place in the Victorian mind. Crossing oceans, ferrying
tourists and troops alike, they became emblems of nationalism, modernity, and humankind's triumph over the
cruel elements. Throughout the nineteenth century, the spectacle of a ship's launch was one of the most
recognizable symbols of British social and technological progress. Yet this celebration of the power of the
empire masked overconfidence and an almost religious veneration of technology. Equating steam with
civilization had catastrophic consequences for subjugated peoples around the world.

Engines of Empire tells the story of the complex relationship between Victorians and their wondrous
steamships, following famous travelers like Mark Twain, Charles Dickens, and Jules Verne as well as
ordinary spectators, tourists, and imperial administrators as they cross oceans bound for the colonies. Rich
with anecdotes and wry humor, it is a fascinating glimpse into a world where an empire felt powerful and
anything seemed possible—if there was an engine behind it.
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From reader reviews:

James Bergeron:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian
Imagination was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The e-book Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book
Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination. You never really feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Corinna Edwards:

This Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination are generally reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Engines of Empire: Steamships and the
Victorian Imagination can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination giving you
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lowell Bohler:

The guide untitled Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian
Imagination from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

David Thompson:

This Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination is great book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world



throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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