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Some groups participate in politics more than others. Why? And does it matter for policy outcomes? In this
richly detailed and fluidly written book, Andrea Campbell argues that democratic participation and public
policy powerfully reinforce each other. Through a case study of senior citizens in the United States and their
political activity around Social Security, she shows how highly participatory groups get their policy
preferences fulfilled, and how public policy itself helps create political inequality.

Using a wealth of unique survey and historical data, Campbell shows how the development of Social
Security helped transform seniors from the most beleaguered to the most politically active age group. Thus
empowered, seniors actively defend their programs from proposed threats, shaping policy outcomes. The
participatory effects are strongest for low-income seniors, who are most dependent on Social Security. The
program thus reduces political inequality within the senior population--a laudable effect--while increasing
inequality between seniors and younger citizens.

A brief look across policies shows that program effects are not always positive. Welfare recipients are even
less participatory than their modest socioeconomic backgrounds would imply, because of the demeaning and
disenfranchising process of proving eligibility. Campbell concludes that program design profoundly shapes
the nature of democratic citizenship. And proposed policies--such as Social Security privatization--must be
evaluated for both their economic and political effects, because the very quality of democratic government is
influenced by the kinds of policies it chooses.
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From reader reviews:

Eleonora Plunkett:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the How Policies Make Citizens: Senior
Political Activism and the American Welfare State (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Louise Best:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
How Policies Make Citizens: Senior Political Activism and the American Welfare State (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives), you can tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

Nettie Powers:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the publication untitled How Policies Make Citizens: Senior Political Activism and
the American Welfare State (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and
Comparative Perspectives) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Lena Garcia:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving How Policies Make Citizens:



Senior Political Activism and the American Welfare State (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick How Policies Make Citizens: Senior Political
Activism and the American Welfare State (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International,
and Comparative Perspectives) become your starter.
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