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Francisco Gómez de Sandoval, Duke of Lerma (1553-1625) is the last major unknown statesman in modern
European history. Patrick Williams brings him dramatically to life and challenges the assumptions that
historians have made about him and about Spanish history at a time of profound crisis, inviting a re-
evaluation of the phenomenon of government by favourites in this seminal period of European history.

Lerma served Philip III as his favourite and first minister between 1598 and 1618. His power dazzled
contemporaries; one petitioner telling Philip that he had come to see him 'because I could not get an
appointment with the Duke of Lerma'. Within a decade of assuming office Lerma had raised his family from
humiliating poverty to great riches and was the greatest patron of the arts in Europe. His use of power
provoked intense debate about the nature of corruption in government. Yet Lerma remained deeply
ambivalent about his position. Determined to follow family tradition and retire into religious life to secure
the salvation of his soul, he secured a cardinalate in 1617, ending his life as a prince of the Church.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The great favourite: The Duke of Lerma and the court and government of Philip
III of Spain, 1598-1621 (Studies in Early Modern European History MUP).

Gary Lopez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The great favourite:
The Duke of Lerma and the court and government of Philip III of Spain, 1598-1621 (Studies in Early
Modern European History MUP). All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Carl White:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually The great favourite: The Duke of Lerma and the court and
government of Philip III of Spain, 1598-1621 (Studies in Early Modern European History MUP). This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Mary Barnett:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book The great favourite: The Duke of Lerma and the court and government of Philip III of Spain,
1598-1621 (Studies in Early Modern European History MUP) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The great favourite: The Duke of



Lerma and the court and government of Philip III of Spain, 1598-1621 (Studies in Early Modern European
History MUP). You can more appealing than now.
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