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This is a biography of a borderland between Russia and Poland, a region where, in 1925, people identified as
Poles, Germans, Jews, Ukrainians, and Russians lived side by side. Over the next three decades, this mosaic
of cultures was modernized and homogenized out of existence by the ruling might of the Soviet Union, then
Nazi Germany, and finally, Polish and Ukrainian nationalism. By the 1950s, this "no place" emerged as a
Ukrainian heartland, and the fertile mix of peoples that defined the region was destroyed.

Brown's study is grounded in the life of the village and shtetl, in the personalities and small histories of
everyday life in this area. In impressive detail, she documents how these regimes, bureaucratically and then
violently, separated, named, and regimented this intricate community into distinct ethnic groups.

Drawing on recently opened archives, ethnography, and oral interviews that were unavailable a decade ago,
A Biography of No Place reveals Stalinist and Nazi history from the perspective of the remote borderlands,
thus bringing the periphery to the center of history.

We are given, in short, an intimate portrait of the ethnic purification that has marked all of Europe, as well as
a glimpse at the margins of twentieth-century "progress."
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This is a biography of a borderland between Russia and Poland, a region where, in 1925, people identified as
Poles, Germans, Jews, Ukrainians, and Russians lived side by side. Over the next three decades, this mosaic



of cultures was modernized and homogenized out of existence by the ruling might of the Soviet Union, then
Nazi Germany, and finally, Polish and Ukrainian nationalism. By the 1950s, this "no place" emerged as a
Ukrainian heartland, and the fertile mix of peoples that defined the region was destroyed. Brown's study is
grounded in the life of the village and shtetl, in the personalities and small histories of everyday life in this
area. In impressive detail, she documents how these regimes, bureaucratically and then violently, separated,
named, and regimented this intricate community into distinct ethnic groups. Drawing on recently opened
archives, ethnography, and oral interviews that were unavailable a decade ago, A Biography of No Place
reveals Stalinist and Nazi history from the perspective of the remote borderlands, thus bringing the periphery
to the center of history. Brown argues that repressive national policies grew not out of chauvinist or racist
ideas, but the very instruments of modern governance - the census, map, and progressive social programs -
first employed by Bolshevik reformers in the western borderlands. We are given, in short, an intimate
portrait of the ethnic purification that has marked all of Europe, as well as a glimpse at the margins of
twentieth century "progress." Kate Brown is Assistant Professor of History at University of Maryland,
Baltimore County.

A Biography of No Place is one of the most original and imaginative works of history to emerge in the
western literature on the former Soviet Union in the last ten years. Historiographically fearless, Kate Brown
writes with elegance and force, turning this history of a lost, but culturally rich borderland into a compelling
narrative that serves as a microcosm for understanding nation and state in the Twentieth Century. With
compassion and respect for the diverse people who inhabited this margin of territory between Russia and
Poland, Kate Brown restores the voices, memories, and humanity of a people...
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Cassady:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled A Biography of No Place. Try to face the book A Biography of No Place as
your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Jerry Deal:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Biography of No Place.
All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Helen Rios:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Biography of No Place guide written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still question A Biography of No Place as good book not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Eva Lynch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually A Biography of No Place.
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