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This book carries an ethnographic signature in approach and style, and is an examination of a small
Brooklyn, New York, African-American, Pentecostal church congregation and is based on ethnographic
notes taken over the course of four years. The Pentecostal Church is known to outsiders almost exclusively
for its members’ “bizarre” habit of speaking in tongues. This ethnography, however, puts those outsiders
inside the church pews, as it paints a portrait of piety, compassion, caring, love—all embraced through an
embodiment perspective, as the church’s members experience these forces in the most personal ways through
religious conversion. Central themes include concerns with the notion of “spectacle” because of the grand
bodily display that is highlighted by spiritual struggle, social aspiration, punishment and spontaneous
explosions of a variety of emotions in the public sphere. The approach to sociology throughout this work
incorporates the striking dialectic of history and biography to penetrate and interact with religiously inspired
residents of the inner-city in a quest to make sense both empirically and theoretically of this rapidly
changing, surprising and highly contradictory late-modern church scene.

The focus on the individual process of becoming Pentecostal provides a road map into the church and
canvasses an intimate view into the lives of its members, capturing their stories as they proceed in their
Pentecostal careers. This book challenges important sociological concepts like crisis to explain religious
seekership and conversion, while developing new concepts such as “God Hunting” and “Holy Ghost Capital”
to explain the process through which individuals become tongue-speaking Pentecostals. Church members
acquire “Holy Ghost Capital” and construct a Pentecostal identity through a relationship narrative to
establish personal status and power through conflicting tongue-speaking ideas. Finally, this book examines
the futures of the small and large, institutionally affiliated Pentecostal Church and argues that the small
Pentecostal Church is better able to resist modern rationalizing forces, retaining the charisma that sparked the
initial religious movement. The power of charisma in the small church has far-reaching consequences and
implications for the future of Pentecostalism and its followers.
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From reader reviews:

Dick McAlister:

Here thing why this specific Getting the Holy Ghost: Urban Ethnography in a Brooklyn Pentecostal Tongue-
Speaking Church are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Getting the Holy Ghost: Urban
Ethnography in a Brooklyn Pentecostal Tongue-Speaking Church giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Getting the Holy Ghost:
Urban Ethnography in a Brooklyn Pentecostal Tongue-Speaking Church. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Getting the Holy
Ghost: Urban Ethnography in a Brooklyn Pentecostal Tongue-Speaking Church in e-book can be your
substitute.

Paula Daniels:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Getting the Holy Ghost: Urban
Ethnography in a Brooklyn Pentecostal Tongue-Speaking Church guide written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still doubt Getting the Holy Ghost: Urban Ethnography in a Brooklyn Pentecostal Tongue-Speaking
Church as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Brenda Burrows:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is Getting the Holy Ghost: Urban Ethnography in a Brooklyn
Pentecostal Tongue-Speaking Church this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Elizabeth Walborn:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make



summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Getting the Holy Ghost: Urban Ethnography in a Brooklyn Pentecostal
Tongue-Speaking Church can make you experience more interested to read.
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