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John B. Judis, one of our most insightful political commentators, most rational and careful thinkers, and most
engaged witnesses in Washington, has taken on a challenge that even the most concerned American citizens
shrink from: forecasting the American political climate at the turn of the century. The Paradox of American
Democracy is a penetrating examination of our democracy that illuminates the forces and institutions that
once enlivened it and now threaten to undermine it. It is the well-reasoned discussion we need in this era of
unrestrained expert opinions and ideologically biased testimony.

The disenchantment with our political system can be seen in decreasing voter turnout, political parties co-
opted by consultants and large contributors, the corrupting influence of "soft money," and concern for
national welfare subverted by lobbying organizations and special-interest groups. Judis revisits particular
moments—the Progressive Era, the New Deal, the 1960s—to discover what makes democracy the most
efficacious and, consequently, most inefficacious. What has worked in the past is a balancing act between
groups of elites—trade commissions, labor relations boards, policy groups—whose mandates are to act in the
national interest and whose actions are governed by a disinterested pursuit of the common good. Judis
explains how the displacment of such elites by a new lobbying community in Whashington has given rise to
the cynicism that corrodes the current political system.

The Paradox of American Democracy goes straight to the heart of every political debate in this country.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special
Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust. Try to the actual book The Paradox of American Democracy:
Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust as your pal. It means that it can being your friend
when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

David Binkley:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Paradox of American
Democracy: Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust which is getting the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's notice.

Joshua Cameron:

This The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust is
brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
bit of digest in reading this The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal
of Public Trust can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get
by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Bessie Scudder:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special
Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a



book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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