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"No woman in the three-hundred-year history of the karyukai has ever come forward in public to tell her
story. We have been constrained by unwritten rules not to do so, by the robes of tradition and by the sanctity
of our exclusive calling...But I feel it is time to speak out."
Celebrated as the most successful geisha of her generation, Mineko Iwasaki was only five years old when
she left her parents' home for the world of the geisha. For the next twenty-five years, she would live a life
filled with extraordinary professional demands and rich rewards. She would learn the formal customs and
language of the geisha, and study the ancient arts of Japanese dance and music. She would enchant kings and
princes, captains of industry, and titans of the entertainment world, some of whom would become her dearest
friends. Through great pride and determination, she would be hailed as one of the most prized geishas in
Japan's history, and one of the last great practitioners of this now fading art form.
In Geisha, a Life, Mineko Iwasaki tells her story, from her warm early childhood, to her intense yet
privileged upbringing in the Iwasaki okiya (household), to her years as a renowned geisha, and finally, to her
decision at the age of twenty-nine to retire and marry, a move that would mirror the demise of geisha culture.
Mineko brings to life the beauty and wonder of Gion Kobu, a place that "existed in a world apart, a special
realm whose mission and identity depended on preserving the time-honored traditions of the past." She
illustrates how it coexisted within post-World War II Japan at a time when the country was undergoing its
radical transformation from a post-feudal society to a modern one.
"There is much mystery and misunderstanding about what it means to be a geisha. I hope this story will help
explain what it is really like and also serve as a record of this unique component of Japan's cultural history,"
writes Mineko Iwasaki. Geisha, a Life is the first of its kind, as it delicately unfolds the fabric of a geisha's
development. Told with great wisdom and sensitivity, it is a true story of beauty and heroism, and of a time
and culture rarely revealed to the Western world.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Geisha: A
Life book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Michael Coffman:

Here thing why this Geisha: A Life are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Geisha: A
Life giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
publication that similar with Geisha: A Life. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Geisha: A Life in e-book can be your alternate.

Guadalupe Marshall:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Geisha: A Life is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Alexander Taylor:

This book untitled Geisha: A Life to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in
the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this publication from your list.
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