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A philosophical exploration of the problematic nature of the disposable.

Plastic bags, newspapers, pizza boxes, razors, watches, diapers, toothbrushes … What makes a thing
disposable? Which of its properties allows us to treat it as if it did not matter, or as if it actually lacked
matter? Why do so many objects appear to us as nothing more than brief flashes between checkout-line and
landfill?

In An Ontology of Trash, Greg Kennedy inquires into the meaning of disposable objects and explores the
nature of our prodigious refuse. He takes trash as a real ontological problem resulting from our unsettled
relation to nature. The metaphysical drive from immanence to transcendence leaves us in an alien world of
objects drained of meaningful physical presence. Consequently, they become interpreted as beings that
somehow essentially lack being, and exist in our technological world only to disappear. Kennedy explores
this problematic nature and looks for possibilities of salutary change.

“…Kennedy offers a timely intervention that will be of interest to many. In particular, it seems as though
philosophers, ecologists, environmentalists and individuals or group of similar ilk would get the most
traction from this material … there is much to appreciate in this text.” — Symposium

“…a contribution to ontology in the Heideggerian tradition. It is also an important addition to the literature
on environmental philosophy … The book will interest more than phenomenologists and will benefit those
preoccupied with the environment and the problem of landfill pollution.” — Comptes Rendus

“This book is written gracefully and engagingly. Trash is a surprisingly revealing lens on contemporary
culture. Kennedy’s approach is incisive without being zealous and critical without being negative.” — Albert
Borgmann, author of Real American Ethics: Taking Responsibility for Our Country

“I particularly liked the discussion of fast food, Heidegger, embodiment, and the city. There is much that is
swift and brilliant in the matters covered, telling and insightful in the multileveled critique of modernity.” —
Drew Leder, author of Sparks of the Divine: Finding Inspiration in Our Everyday World

Greg Kennedy is an independent scholar and received his PhD in Philosophy from the University of Ottawa.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Reyes:

The book An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable
and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) for being your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book An Ontology of Trash: The
Disposable and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Roy Matsumoto:

An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put
every word into delight arrangement in writing An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its Problematic
Nature (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Jaime Friend:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable
and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) can be the reply, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Pearlie Wong:

You will get this An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately



make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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