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Frederick Brown, cultural historian, author of acclaimed biographies of Émile Zola (“Magnificent”—The
New Yorker) and Flaubert (“Splendid . . . Intellectually nuanced, exquisitely written”—The New Republic)
now gives us an ambitious, far-reaching book—a perfect joining of subject and writer: a portrait of fin-de-
siècle France.

He writes about the forces that led up to the twilight years of the nineteenth century when France, defeated
by Prussia in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–71, was forced to cede the border states of Alsace and
Lorraine, and of the resulting civil war, waged without restraint, that toppled Napoléon III, crushed the Paris
Commune, and provoked a dangerous nationalism that gripped the Republic.

The author describes how postwar France, a nation splintered in the face of humiliation by the
foreigner—Prussia—dissolved into two cultural factions: moderates, proponents of a secular state
(“Clericalism, there is the enemy!”), and reactionaries, who saw their ideal nation—militant, Catholic,
royalist—embodied by Joan of Arc, with their message, that France had suffered its defeat in 1871 for
having betrayed its true faith. A bitter debate took hold of the heart and soul of the country, framed by the
vision of “science” and “technological advancement” versus “supernatural intervention.”

Brown shows us how Paris’s most iconic monuments that rose up during those years bear witness to the
passionate decades-long quarrel. At one end of Paris was Gustave Eiffel’s tower, built in iron and more than
a thousand feet tall, the beacon of a forward-looking nation; at Paris’ other end, at the highest point in the
city, the basilica of the Sacré-Coeur, atonement for the country’s sins and moral laxity whose punishment
was France’s defeat in the war . . .

Brown makes clear that the Dreyfus Affair—the cannonade of the 1890s—can only be understood in light of
these converging forces. “The Affair” shaped the character of public debate and informed private life. At
stake was the fate of a Republic born during the Franco-Prussian War and reared against bitter opposition.

The losses that abounded during this time—the financial loss suffered by thousands in the crash of the Union
Génerale, a bank founded in 1875 to promote Catholic interests with Catholic capital outside the
Rothschilds’ sphere of influence, along with the failure of the Panama Canal Company—spurred the partisan
press, which blamed both disasters on Jewry.

The author writes how the roiling conflicts that began thirty years before Dreyfus did not end with his
exoneration in 1900. Instead they became the festering point that led to France’s surrender to Hitler’s armies
in 1940, when the Third Republic fell and the Vichy government replaced it, with Marshal Pétain heralded as
the latest incarnation of Joan of Arc, France’s savior . . .

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lucy Fletcher:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This For the Soul of France is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Norma Lorentzen:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take For the Soul of France as the daily resource information.

Eunice Randle:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and For the Soul of France or perhaps others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes For the
Soul of France to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Etsuko Siler:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from
it. It is identified as of book For the Soul of France. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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