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From ancient currency to Adam Smith, from the gold standard to shadow banking and the Great Recession: a
sweeping historical epic that traces the development and evolution of one of humankind’s greatest
inventions.

What is money, and how does it work? In this tour de force of political, cultural and economic history, Felix
Martin challenges nothing less than our conventional understanding of money. He describes how the
Western idea of money emerged from interactions between Mesopotamia and ancient Greece and was
shaped over the centuries by tensions between sovereigns and the emerging middle classes. He explores the
extraordinary diversity of the world’s monetary systems, from the Pacific island of Yap, where value was
once measured by immovable stones, to the currency of today that exists solely on globally connected
computer screens. Martin shows that money has always been a deeply political instrument, and that it is our
failure to remember this that led to the crisis in our financial system and so to the Great Recession. He
concludes with practical solutions to our current pressing, money-based problems.

Money skips nimbly among such far-ranging topics as John Locke’s disastrous excursion into economic
policy, Montesquieu’s faith in finance to discipline the power of kings, the social organization of ancient
Sparta and the Soviet Union’s ill-fated attempt to abolish money and banking altogether. Throughout, Martin
makes vivid sense of a chaotic and sometimes incoherent system—the everyday currency that we all
share—in the clearest and most stimulating terms. This is a magisterial work of history and economics, with
profound implications for the world today.
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From reader reviews:

David Kane:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Money: The Unauthorized Biography.

Allen Reilley:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Money: The Unauthorized Biography
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Vanessa Gibson:

The publication with title Money: The Unauthorized Biography posesses a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Bethany Zuniga:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Money: The Unauthorized Biography when you necessary it?
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