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Calling for a broader, new approach to social mobility research,Pathways to Social Class: A Qualitative
Approach to Social Mobility moves beyond pure statistics to use qualitative techniques--such as life stories
and family case studies--to examine more closely the dynamics of mobility and address more fundamental
sociological questions. Up to now, the extensive sociological literature on mobility has been based around
the survey method. As a result, we have access to abundant statistical data, but there is little information
available to explain how and why people follow particular life paths. To overcome these limitations, Bertaux
and Thompson have developed an alternative, complementary approach using life stories, case histories of
whole families over several generations, or case studies of local communities. Employing the case-study
approach does not prevent the identification of structural trends; on the contrary, it allows us to analyze those
collective processes through their local effects, restoring the links with classics of sociological thought.

Bertaux and Thompson tackle such problems as: What exactly is transmitted between generations; is it
wealth or land, occupational models or skills, social networks, or values and orientations? What kinds of
assets can immigrants draw on? How can a social elite survive the upheaval of a popular revolution? What is
the impact of marriage on the mobility of men and women? How far can belonging to one locality rather than
another, or choosing a particular house, shape mobility paths and aspirations? Do dreams of mobility matter?
This volume promises to inspire other sociologists towards the richly revealing and highly significant
findings that a broader-based-approach to social mobility will enable.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Thomas:

With other case, little folks like to read book Pathways to Social Class: A Qualitative Approach to Social
Mobility. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Pathways to Social Class: A Qualitative Approach to Social Mobility. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Donna Nichols:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Pathways to Social Class: A
Qualitative Approach to Social Mobility to read.

Hubert Wooten:

Beside this specific Pathways to Social Class: A Qualitative Approach to Social Mobility in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Pathways to Social Class: A Qualitative Approach to
Social Mobility because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but
you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from today!

Melinda McKinney:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Pathways to Social Class: A Qualitative Approach to
Social Mobility can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have
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