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“Presto! No More Pests!” proclaimed a 1955 article introducing two new pesticides, "miracle-workers for the
housewife and back-yard farmer." Easy to use, effective, and safe: who wouldn’t love synthetic pesticides?
Apparently most Americans did—and apparently still do. Why—in the face of dire warnings, rising expense,
and declining effectiveness—do we cling to our chemicals? Michelle Mart wondered. Her book, a cultural
history of pesticide use in postwar America, offers an answer.

America's embrace of synthetic pesticides began when they burst on the scene during World War II and has
held steady into the 21st century—for example, more than 90% of soybeans grown in the US in 2008 are
Roundup Ready GMOs, dependent upon generous use of the herbicide glyphosate to control weeds. Mart
investigates the attraction of pesticides, with their up-to-the-minute promise of modernity, sophisticated
technology, and increased productivity—in short, their appeal to human dreams of controlling nature. She
also considers how they reinforced Cold War assumptions of Western economic and material superiority.

Though the publication of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring and the rise of environmentalism might have
marked a turning point in Americans’ faith in pesticides, statistics tell a different story. Pesticides, a Love
Story recounts the campaign against DDT that famously ensued; but the book also shows where our notions
of Silent Spring’s revolutionary impact falter—where, in spite of a ban on DDT, farm use of pesticides in the
United States more than doubled in the thirty years after the book was published. As a cultural survey of
popular and political attitudes toward pesticides, Pesticides, a Love Story tries to make sense of this seeming
paradox. At heart, it is an exploration of the story we tell ourselves about the costs and benefits of
pesticides—and how corporations, government officials, ordinary citizens, and the press shape that story to
reflect our ideals, interests, and emotions.
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From reader reviews:

John Drew:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Pesticides, A Love Story: America's Enduring
Embrace of Dangerous Chemicals (Cultureamerica) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or ideal book with you?

Otis Thompson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Pesticides, A Love Story: America's Enduring
Embrace of Dangerous Chemicals (Cultureamerica) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Clarence Williams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Pesticides, A Love Story: America's Enduring Embrace
of Dangerous Chemicals (Cultureamerica) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

John Hicks:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Pesticides, A Love Story: America's
Enduring Embrace of Dangerous Chemicals (Cultureamerica) is simple to develop you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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