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A comprehensive dictionary of sacred and magical gem lore that draws on the rarest source texts of
Antiquity and the Middle Ages

• Reveals the healing and magical virtues of familiar gemstones, such as amethyst, emerald, and diamond, as
well as the lore surrounding exotic stones such as astrios, a stone celebrated by ancient magicians

• Examines bezoars (stones formed in animals’ bodies) and “magnets” that attract materials other than metal

• Based on ancient Arabic, Greek, Jewish, and European sources, ranging from the observations of Pliny the
Elder to extremely rare texts such as the Picatrix and Damigeron’s Virtue of Stones

Our ancestors believed stones were home to sacred beings of power, entities that if properly understood and
cultivated could provide people protection from ill fortune, envy, and witchcraft; grant invisibility and other
magical powers; improve memory; and heal the sick from a wide variety of diseases. These benefits could be
obtained by wearing the stone on a ring, bracelet, or pendant; through massage treatments with the stone; or
by reducing the gem into a powder and drinking it mixed with water or wine.

Drawing from a wealth of ancient Arabic, Greek, Jewish, and European sources--from the observations of
Pliny the Elder to extremely rare texts such as the Picatrix and Damigeron’s Virtue of Stones--Claude
Lecouteux provides a synthesis of all known lore for more than 800 stones. He includes such common
examples as the emerald, which when engraved with the figure of a harpy holding a lamprey in its claws will
banish panic and nightmares, and beryl, which when appropriately carved can summon water spirits or win
its owner high renown, as well as more exotic stones such as astrios, a stone celebrated by ancient magicians
and whose center glows like a star. Lecouteux also examines bezoars--stones formed in animals’ bodies--as
well as “magnets” that attract materials other than iron, such as gold, flesh, cotton, or scorpions.

This comprehensive dictionary of sacred and magical gem lore, drawn from the rarest sources of Antiquity
and the Middle Ages, represents a one-of-a-kind resource for gem enthusiasts and magical practitioners
alike.
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From reader reviews:

Elisabeth Martinez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The A Lapidary of Sacred Stones:
Their Magical and Medicinal Powers Based on the Earliest Sources is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

John Rivera:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this A Lapidary of Sacred
Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal Powers Based on the Earliest Sources.

Molly Salazar:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is definitely A Lapidary of Sacred Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal Powers Based on the
Earliest Sources.

Barry Altman:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. A Lapidary of Sacred Stones: Their Magical and Medicinal Powers Based on the
Earliest Sources can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.
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