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The proscription against interracial marriage was for many years a flashpoint in American culture. In One
Nation, One Blood, Karen Woods Weierman explores this taboo by investigating the traditional link between
marriage and property. Her research reveals that the opposition to intermarriage originated in large measure
in the nineteenth-century desire for Indian land and African labor. Yet despite the white majority's
overwhelming rejection of nonwhite peoples as marriage partners, citizens, and social equals, nineteenth-
century reformers challenged the rule against intermarriage. Dismissing the new "race science" that
purported to prove white superiority, reformers held fast to the religious notion of a common humanity and
the republican rhetoric of freedom and equality, arguing that God made all people "of one blood."

The years from 1820 to 1870 marked a crucial period in the history of this prejudice. Tales of interracial
marriage recounted in fiction, real-life scandals, and legal statutes figured prominently in public discussion
of both slavery and the fate of Native Americans. In Part One of this book, Weierman focuses on Indian-
white marriages during the 1820s, when Indian removal became a rallying cry for New England intellectuals.

In Part Two she shifts her attention to black-white marriages from the antebellum period through the early
years of Reconstruction. In both cases she finds that the combination of a highly publicized intermarriage
scandal, new legislation prohibiting interracial marriage, and fictional portrayals of the ills associated with
such unions served to reinforce popular prejudice, justifying the displacement of Indians from their lands and
upholding the system of slavery. Even after the demise of slavery, restrictions against intermarriage
remained in place in many parts of the country long into the twentieth century. Not until the 1967 Loving v.
Virginia decision did the Supreme Court finally rule that such laws were unconstitutional.

Finishing on a contemporary note, Weierman suggests that the stories Americans tell about intermarriage
today?stories defining family, racial identity, and citizenship?still reflect a struggle for resources and power.
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From reader reviews:

John Solorio:

The book One Nation, One Blood: Interracial Marriage in American Fiction, Scandal, and Law, 1820-1870
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make examining a book One Nation, One Blood: Interracial Marriage in American Fiction, Scandal, and
Law, 1820-1870 being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book One
Nation, One Blood: Interracial Marriage in American Fiction, Scandal, and Law, 1820-1870. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
guide?

William Herold:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take One Nation, One Blood: Interracial Marriage in American
Fiction, Scandal, and Law, 1820-1870 as your daily resource information.

James Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this One Nation, One Blood: Interracial
Marriage in American Fiction, Scandal, and Law, 1820-1870 reserve written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still hesitation One Nation, One Blood: Interracial Marriage in American Fiction, Scandal, and Law, 1820-
1870 as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Carrie Francis:

Beside this specific One Nation, One Blood: Interracial Marriage in American Fiction, Scandal, and Law,
1820-1870 in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have One Nation, One Blood: Interracial
Marriage in American Fiction, Scandal, and Law, 1820-1870 because this book offers for your requirements



readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from today!
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