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Challenging notions of race and sexuality presumed to have originated and flourished in the slave South,
Diane Miller Sommerville traces the evolution of white southerners' fears of black rape by examining actual
cases of black-on-white rape throughout the nineteenth century.

Sommerville demonstrates that despite draconian statutes, accused black rapists frequently avoided
execution or castration, largely due to intervention by members of the white community. This leniency belies
claims that antebellum white southerners were overcome with anxiety about black rape. In fact, Sommerville
argues, there was great fluidity across racial and sexual lines as well as a greater tolerance among whites for
intimacy between black males and white females. According to Sommerville, pervasive misogyny fused with
class prejudices to shape white responses to accusations of black rape even during the Civil War and
Reconstruction periods, a testament to the staying power of ideas about poor women's innate depravity.

Based predominantly on court records and supporting legal documentation, Sommerville's examination
forces a reassessment of long-held assumptions about the South and race relations as she remaps the social
and racial terrain on which southerners--black and white, rich and poor--related to one another over the long
nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Sierra:

The book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Rape and
Race in the Nineteenth-Century South being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
available and read a publication Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Joseph Lunsford:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-
Century South is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Valerie Little:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South why because the
great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Randy Caldera:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South
can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century
South.
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