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If you've held back from developing open source or free software projects because you don't understand the
implications of the various licenses, you're not alone. Many developers believe in releasing their software
freely, but have hesitated to do so because they're concerned about losing control over their software.
Licensing issues are complicated, and both the facts and fallacies you hear word-of-mouth can add to the
confusion.

Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing helps you make sense of the different options
available to you. This concise guide focuses on annotated licenses, offering an in-depth explanation of how
they compare and interoperate, and how license choices affect project possibilities. Written in clear language
that you don't have to be a lawyer to understand, the book answers such questions as: What rights am I
giving up? How will my use of OS/FS licensing affect future users or future developers? Does a particular
use of this software--such as combining it with proprietary software--leave me vulnerable to lawsuits?

Following a quick look at copyright law, contracts, and the definition of "open source," the book tackles the
spectrum of licensing, including:

The MIT (or X), BSD, Apache and Academic Free licenses●

The GPL, LGPL, and Mozilla licenses●

The QT, Artistic, and Creative Commons licenses●

Classic Proprietary licenses●

Sun Community Source license and Microsoft Shared Source project●

The book wraps up with a look at the legal effects--both positive and negative--of open source/free software
licensing.

Licensing is a major part of what open source and free software are all about, but it's still one of the most
complicated areas of law. Even the very simple licenses are tricky. Understanding Open Source and Free
Software Licensing bridges the gap between the open source vision and the practical implications of its legal
underpinnings. If open source and free software licenses interest you, this book will help you understand
them. If you're an open source/free software developer, this book is an absolute necessity.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Case:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing had
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The publication Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing is not only
giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Understanding Open Source
and Free Software Licensing. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Lori McDonald:

This Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Understanding Open Source and Free Software
Licensing can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lisa Vazquez:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Understanding Open Source and
Free Software Licensing is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Victor Green:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring as well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is
very important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Understanding Open Source and Free Software
Licensing can make you feel more interested to read.
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