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The world of insects is one we only dimly understand. Yet from using arsenic, cobalt, and quicksilver to kill
household infiltrators to employing the sophisticated tools of the Orkin Man, Americans have fought to
eradicate the "bugs" they have learned to hate.

Inspired by the still-revolutionary theories of Rachel Carson's Silent Spring, James E. McWilliams argues for
a more harmonious and rational approach to our relationship with insects, one that does not harm our
environment and, consequently, ourselves along the way. Beginning with the early techniques of colonial
farmers and ending with the modern use of chemical insecticides, McWilliams deftly shows how America's
war on insects mirrors its continual struggle with nature, economic development, technology, and federal
regulation. He reveals a very American paradox: the men and women who settled and developed this country
sought to control the environment and achieve certain economic goals; yet their methods of agricultural
expansion undermined their efforts and linked them even closer to the inexorable realities of the insect
world.

As told from the perspective of the often flamboyant actors in the battle against insects, American Pests is a
fascinating investigation into the attitudes, policies, and practices that continue to influence our behavior
toward insects. Asking us to question, if not abandon, our reckless (and sometimes futile) attempts at insect
control, McWilliams convincingly argues that insects, like people, have an inherent right to exist and that in
our attempt to rid ourselves of insects, we compromise the balance of nature.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT.
Try to the actual book American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT as your
close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Laura Burnham:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to
DDT why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

David Trudeau:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT provide you
with new experience in studying a book.

Keri Lo:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like American Pests: The
Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.
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