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Raymond L. Neubauer presents a view of nature that describes rising complexity in life in terms of
increasing information content, first in genes and then in brains. The evolution of the nervous system
expanded the capacity to store information with relatively open-ended programs, making learning possible.
Portraying four species with high brain-to-body ratios&mdashchimpanzees, elephants, ravens, and
dolphins&mdashNeubauer shows how each shares with humans the capability for complex communication,
social relationships, flexible behavior, tool use, and powers of abstraction. He describes this constellation of
qualities as an emergent self, arguing that humanity is not the only self-aware species and that human
characteristics are embedded in the evolutionary process and are emerging in a variety of lineages on our
planet. Neubauer ultimately shows that human culture is not a unique offshoot of a language-specialized
primate, but an extension of a fundamental strategy that organisms have used since the beginning of life on
earth to gather information and buffer themselves from environmental fluctuations.

Neubauer also views these processes in a cosmic setting, detailing open thermodynamic systems that become
more complex as the energy flowing through them increases. Similar processes of increasing complexity can
be found in "self-organizing" structures in both living and non-living forms. Recent evidence from
astronomy indicates that planet formation may be nearly as frequent as star formation. In February 2011,
NASA announced that the Kepler space telescope had located fifty-four planets in the habitable zones around
their stars. Life makes use of the elements most commonly seeded into space by burning and exploding stars,
and the evolution of life and intelligence that occurred on our planet may be common across the universe.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Emory:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Evolution and the Emergent Self: The Rise of Complexity
and Behavioral Versatility in Nature. Try to the actual book Evolution and the Emergent Self: The Rise of
Complexity and Behavioral Versatility in Nature as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Dan Fry:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Evolution and the Emergent Self: The Rise of
Complexity and Behavioral Versatility in Nature will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or suitable book with you?

Ricardo Donaldson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Evolution and the Emergent Self:
The Rise of Complexity and Behavioral Versatility in Nature is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Evolution and the Emergent Self: The Rise of Complexity and Behavioral
Versatility in Nature will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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