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Bill Garrett was the Jackie Robinson of college basketball. In 1947, the same year Robinson broke the color
line in major league baseball, Garrett integrated big-time college basketball. By joining the basketball
program at Indiana University, he broke the gentleman's agreement that had barred black players from the
Big Ten, college basketball's most important conference. While enduring taunts from opponents and
pervasive segregation at home and on the road, Garrett became the best player Indiana had ever had, an all-
American, and, in 1951, the third African American drafted in the NBA. In basketball, as Indiana went so
went the country. Within a year of his graduation from IU, there were six African American basketball
players on Big Ten teams. Soon tens, then hundreds, and finally thousands walked through the door Garrett
opened to create modern college and professional basketball. Unlike Robinson, however, Garrett is unknown
today. Getting Open is more than "just" a basketball book. In the years immediately following World War II,
sports were at the heart of America's common culture. And in the fledgling civil rights efforts of African
Americans across the country, which would coalesce two decades later into the Movement, the playing field
was where progress occurred publicly and symbolically. Indiana was an unlikely place for a civil rights
breakthrough. It was stone-cold isolationist, widely segregated, and hostile to change. But in the late 1940s,
Indiana had a leader of the largest black YMCA in the world, who viewed sports as a wedge for broader
integration; a visionary university president, who believed his institution belonged to all citizens of the state;
a passion for high school and college basketball; and a teenager who was, as nearly as any civil rights
pioneer has ever been, the perfect person for his time and role. This is the story of how they came together to
move the country toward getting open.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Peterson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Getting Open: The
Unknown Story of Bill Garrett and the Integrat? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Denise Niemi:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Getting Open: The Unknown Story of Bill Garrett
and the Integrat book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Alex Tipton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer might be Getting Open: The Unknown Story of Bill Garrett and the Integrat why because
the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Stacie Schneider:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Getting Open: The Unknown
Story of Bill Garrett and the Integrat.
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