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Marina Benjamin grew up in London feeling estranged from her family's exotic Middle Eastern ways. She
refused to speak the Arabic her mother and grandmother spoke at home. She rejected the peculiar food they
ate in favor of hamburgers and beer. But when Benjamin had her own child a few years ago, she realized that
she was losing her link to the past.

In Last Days in Babylon, Benjamin delves into the story of her family's life among the Jews of Iraq in the
first half of the twentieth century. When Iraq gained independence in 1932, Jews were the largest and most
prosperous ethnic group in Baghdad. They dominated trade and finance, hobnobbed with Iraqi dignitaries,
and lived in grandiose villas on the banks of the Tigris. Just twenty years later the community had been
utterly ravaged, its members effectively expelled from the country by a hostile Iraqi government. Benjamin's
grandmother Regina Sehayek lived through it all. Born in 1905, when Baghdad was still under Ottoman
control, her childhood was a virtual idyll. This privileged existence was barely touched when the British
marched into Iraq. But with the rise of Arab nationalism and the first stirrings of anti-Zionism, Regina, then a
young mother, began to have dark premonitions of what was to come. By the time Iraq was galvanized by
war, revolution, and regicide, Regina was already gone, her hair-raising escape a tragic exodus from a land
she loved -- and a permanent departure from the husband whose gentle guiding hand had made her the
woman she was.

Benjamin's keen ear and fluid writing bring to life Regina's Baghdad, both good and bad. More than a
stirring story of survival, Last Days in Babylon is a bittersweet portrait of Old World Baghdad and its
colorful Jewish community, whose roots predate the birth of Islam by a thousand years and whose culture
did much to make Iraq the peaceful desert paradise that has since become a distant memory.

In 2004 Benjamin visited Baghdad for the first time, searching for the remains of its once vital Jewish
community. What she discovered will haunt anyone who seeks to understand a country that continues to
command the world's attention, just as it did when Regina Sehayek proudly walked through Baghdad's
streets. By turns moving and funny, Last Days in Babylon is an adventure story, a riveting history, and a
timely reminder that behind today's headlines are real people whose lives are caught -- too often tragically --
in the crossfire of misunderstanding, age-old prejudice, and geopolitical ambition.
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From reader reviews:

Leo Rizer:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Last Days in Babylon: The Exile of Iraq's Jews, the
Story of My Family it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Diana Pearson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Last Days in Babylon: The Exile of Iraq's Jews,
the Story of My Family, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

John Carroll:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Last Days in Babylon: The Exile of Iraq's Jews, the Story of My
Family why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

This Last Days in Babylon: The Exile of Iraq's Jews, the Story of My Family is brand-new way for you who
has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Last
Days in Babylon: The Exile of Iraq's Jews, the Story of My Family can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book



form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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