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Today’s copyright wars can seem unprecedented. Sparked by the digital revolution that has made
copyright—and its violation—a part of everyday life, fights over intellectual property have pitted creators,
Hollywood, and governments against consumers, pirates, Silicon Valley, and open-access advocates. But
while the digital generation can be forgiven for thinking the dispute between, for example, the publishing
industry and Google is completely new, the copyright wars in fact stretch back three centuries—and their
history is essential to understanding today’s battles. The Copyright Wars—the first major trans-Atlantic
history of copyright from its origins to today—tells this important story.

Peter Baldwin explains why the copyright wars have always been driven by a fundamental tension. Should
copyright assure authors and rights holders lasting claims, much like conventional property rights, as in
Continental Europe? Or should copyright be primarily concerned with giving consumers cheap and easy
access to a shared culture, as in Britain and America? The Copyright Wars describes how the Continental
approach triumphed, dramatically increasing the claims of rights holders. The book also tells the widely
forgotten story of how America went from being a leading copyright opponent and pirate in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries to become the world’s intellectual property policeman in the late twentieth. As it
became a net cultural exporter and its content industries saw their advantage in the Continental ideology of
strong authors’ rights, the United States reversed position on copyright, weakening its commitment to the
ideal of universal enlightenment—a history that reveals that today’s open-access advocates are heirs of a
venerable American tradition.

Compelling and wide-ranging, The Copyright Wars is indispensable for understanding a crucial economic,
cultural, and political conflict that has reignited in our own time.
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From reader reviews:

Tisha Betancourt:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The
Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Vincent Newton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle as the
daily resource information.

Belinda Smith:

The e-book untitled The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Merlin Doyle:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-
Atlantic Battle can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's
have The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle.
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