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The early American legal system permeated the lives of colonists and reflected their sense of what was right
and wrong, honorable and dishonorable, moral and immoral. In a compelling book full of the extraordinary
stories of ordinary people, Elaine Forman Crane reveals the ways in which early Americans clashed with or
conformed to the social norms established by the law. As trials throughout the country reveal, alleged
malefactors such as witches, wife beaters, and whores, as well as debtors, rapists, and fornicators, were as
much a part of the social landscape as farmers, merchants, and ministers. Ordinary people "made" law by
establishing and enforcing informal rules of conduct. Codified by a handshake or over a mug of ale, such
agreements became custom and custom became "law." Furthermore, by submitting to formal laws initiated
from above, common folk legitimized a government that depended on popular consent to rule with authority.

In this book we meet Marretie Joris, a New Amsterdam entrepreneur who sues Gabriel de Haes for calling
her a whore; peer cautiously at Christian Stevenson, a Bermudian witch as bad "as any in the world;" and
learn that Hannah Dyre feared to be alone with her husband-and subsequently died after a beating. We travel
with Comfort Taylor as she crosses Narragansett Bay with Cuff, an enslaved ferry captain, whom she
accuses of attempted rape, and watch as Samuel Banister pulls the trigger of a gun that kills the sheriff's
deputy who tried to evict Banister from his home. And finally, we consider the promiscuous Marylanders
Thomas Harris and Ann Goldsborough, who parented four illegitimate children, ran afoul of inheritance
laws, and resolved matters only with the assistance of a ghost. Through the six trials she skillfully
reconstructs here, Crane offers a surprising new look at how early American society defined and punished
aberrant behavior, even as it defined itself through its legal system.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Ainsworth:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Witches, Wife Beaters,
and Whores: Common Law and Common Folk in Early America book since this book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

Carol Ratliff:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Witches, Wife Beaters, and Whores: Common Law and Common Folk in Early America this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal
all of you.

Barbara Roundtree:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Witches, Wife Beaters, and Whores: Common
Law and Common Folk in Early America was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Witches, Wife Beaters, and Whores: Common Law and Common Folk in Early America has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that.

Sophie Clark:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Witches, Wife Beaters, and Whores:
Common Law and Common Folk in Early America to make your own reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to start a book and study it. Beside that the book Witches, Wife Beaters, and Whores: Common Law and



Common Folk in Early America can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of the time.
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