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Gardening in Iowa’s Amana Colonies is the culmination of techniques that stretch back several centuries to
central Europe, when adherents to a new faith called the Community of True Inspiration formed their own
self-reliant communities. As a child of parents who were part of the communal life of the Amana Society,
Larry Rettig pays homage to the Amana gardening tradition and extends it into the twenty-first century.

Each of the seven villages in Amana relied on the food prepared in its communal kitchens, and each kitchen
depended on its communal garden for most of the dishes served (the kitchens in Rettig’s hometown produced
more than four hundred gallons of sauerkraut in 1900). Rettig begins by describing the evolution of
communal gardening in old Amana, focusing especially on planting, harvesting, and storing vegetables from
asparagus to egg lettuce to turnips. With the passing of the old order in 1932, the number of the society’s
large vegetable gardens and orchards dwindled, but Larry Rettig and his wife, Wilma, still grow some of the
colonies’ heirloom varieties in their fourth-generation South Amana vegetable garden. In 1980 they founded
a seed bank to preserve them for future generations.

Rettig’s chapters on modern vegetable and flower gardening in today’s Amana Colonies showcase his
Cottage-in-the-Meadow Gardens, now listed with the Smithsonian in its Archives of American Gardens. Old
intermingles with new across his gardens: heirloom lettuce keeps company with the latest cucumber variety,
a hundred-year-old rose arches over the newest daylilies and heucheras, and ancient grapevines intertwine
with newly planted wisteria, all adding up to a rich array of colorful plantings.

Rettig extends his gardening advice into the kitchen and workroom. He shares family recipes for any number
of traditional dishes, including radish salad, dumpling soup, Amana pickled ham, apple bread, eleven-minute
meat loaf, and strawberry rhubarb pie. Moving into the workroom, he shows us how to make hammered
botanical prints, Della Robbia centerpieces, holiday wreaths, a gnome home, and a waterless fountain.
Touring his gardens, with their historic and unusual plants, will make gardeners everywhere want to
reproduce the groupings and varieties that surround Larry and Wilma Rettig’s 1900 red brick house.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Cary:

The book Gardening the Amana Way (Bur Oak Book) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Gardening the Amana Way (Bur
Oak Book)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Gardening the Amana Way
(Bur Oak Book) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search
the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Willie Batres:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Gardening the
Amana Way (Bur Oak Book) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sebrina Knapp:

This book untitled Gardening the Amana Way (Bur Oak Book) to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Elizabeth Acker:

Exactly why? Because this Gardening the Amana Way (Bur Oak Book) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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