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‘He’ll grow out of it,’ my friends told me.
‘He’s so intelligent,’ my family said.
‘Your parents are mathematicians,’ people reminded me. ‘What did you expect?’

What did I expect? We expect many things of our children. Most of the time we are only aware of these
expectations when something happens to make it impossible for them to be fulfilled.

When Ben is a baby, Rachel puts his behavioural quirks down to eccentricity. He likes to count letterboxes;
he hates to get his hands dirty; loud noises make him anxious.

But as Ben grows and his quirks become more pronounced, it becomes clear there is something else going
on. When he is diagnosed with autism, Rachel must reconsider everything she thought she knew about
parenting, about Ben, and about how best to mother him. Reaching One Thousand charts her quest to
understand autism and to build a new kind of relationship with her son.

Exquisitely written, this is a thought-provoking reflection on family and understanding and a tender love
letter from a mother to her son.

Shortlisted for the 2013 National Biography Award.

“This is the best kind of memoir – there is a beautiful calm clarity that drew me in, and held me until the
end.” – Georgia Blain

"Deeply touching but never sentimental, this remarkable book is more than a story of one boy and his
mother. It’s a thoughtful meditation on the intricate workings of the human mind and heart." – Toni Jordan

‘A memoir to remember and share.’ - Courier Mail

‘Rewarding on many levels, this is an exceptional book.’ - West Australian

“A deeply enriching book about being human” – The Age

Rachel Robertson lectures in professional writing and publishing at Curtin University. Her fiction and essays
have been published in The Best Australian Essays, Australian Book Review, Griffith Review and Island. Her
essay ‘Reaching One Thousand’ was joint winner of the 2008 Calibre Prize.
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From reader reviews:

David Sweet:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Reaching One
Thousand: A Story of Love, Motherhood and Autism? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Joyce Adam:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Reaching One
Thousand: A Story of Love, Motherhood and Autism suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Reaching One Thousand: A Story of Love,
Motherhood and Autismis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Steven Ellison:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Reaching
One Thousand: A Story of Love, Motherhood and Autism, you can tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

William Stewart:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Reaching One Thousand: A Story of Love, Motherhood and Autism can



make you experience more interested to read.
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