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Skylark is the story of the tormented but glorious life and career of Johnny Mercer, and the first biography of
this enormously popular and influential lyricist. Raised in Savannah, Mercer brought a quintessentially
southern style to both his life in New York and to his lyrics, which often evoked the landscapes and mood of
his youth ("Moon River", "In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the Evening"). Mercer also absorbed the music of
southern blacks--the lullabies his nurse sang to him as a baby and the spirituals that poured out of Savannah's
churches-and that cool smooth lyrical style informed some of his greatest songs, such as "That Old Black
Magic".

Part of a golden guild whose members included Cole Porter and Irving Berlin, Mercer took Hollywood by
storm in the midst of the Great Depression. Putting words to some of the most famous tunes of the time, he
wrote one hit after another, from "You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby" to "Jeepers Creepers" and
"Hooray for Hollywood." But it was also in Hollywood that Mercer's dark underside emerged. Sober, he was
a kind, generous and at times even noble southern gentleman; when he drank, Mercer tore into friends and
strangers alike with vicious abuse. Mercer's wife Ginger, whom he'd bested Bing Crosby to win, suffered the
cruelest attacks; Mercer would even improvise cutting lyrics about her at parties.

During World War II, Mercer served as Americas's troubadour, turning out such uplifting songs as "My
Shining Hour" and "Ac-cent-tchu-ate the Positive." He also helped create Capitol Records, the first major
West Coast recording company, where he discovered many talented singers, including Peggy Lee and Nat
King Cole. During this period, he also began an intense affair with Judy Garland, which rekindled time and
again for the rest of their lives. Although they never found happiness together, Garland became Mercer's
muse and inspired some of his most sensuous and heartbreaking lyrics: "Blues in the Night," "One for My
Baby," and "Come Rain or Come Shine."

Mercer amassed a catalog of over a thousand songs and during some years had a song in the Top Ten every
week of the year--the songwriting equivalent of Joe DiMaggio's hitting streak--but was plagued by a sense of
failure and bitterness over the big Broadway hit that seemed forever out of reach.

Based on scores of interviews with friends, family and colleagues, and drawing extensively on Johnny
Mercer's letters, papers and his unpublished autobiography, Skylark is an important book about one of the
great and dramatic characters in 20th century popular music.
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From reader reviews:

David Cain:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Skylark: The Life and Times of Johnny Mercer, you may tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Lenore Cortez:

This Skylark: The Life and Times of Johnny Mercer is great book for you because the content which is full
of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Skylark:
The Life and Times of Johnny Mercer in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that?

Eric Bittinger:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Skylark: The Life and Times of Johnny Mercer was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Skylark: The Life and Times of
Johnny Mercer has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Ann Strickland:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Skylark: The Life and Times of Johnny Mercer when you necessary it?
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