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Oxford professor, best-selling author, preeminent literary critic, playwright, screenwriter, and novelist, Terry
Eagleton knows all about the claims of competing worlds. One of his earliest roles growing up Catholic in
Protestant England was as "the gatekeeper"-the altar boy who at reverend mother's nod literally closed the
door on young women taking the veil, separating the sanctity of the convent from earthly temptations and
family obligations.

Often scathingly funny, frequently tender, and always completely engaging, The Gatekeeper is Eagleton's
memoirs, his deep-etched portraits of those who influenced him, either by example or by contrast: his father,
headmasters, priests, and Cambridge dons. He was a shy, bookish, asthmatic boy keenly aware of social
inferiority yet determined to make his intellectual way. "Our aim in life," he writes of his working-class,
Irish-immigrant-descended family, "was to have the words 'We Were No Trouble' inscribed on our
tombstones." But Eagleton knew trouble was the point of it all. Opening doors sometimes meant rattling the
knobs. At both Cambridge and Oxford, he gravitated toward dialectics and mavericks, countering braying
effeteness with withering if dogmatic dissections of the class system.

The Gatekeeper mixes the soberly serious with the downright hilarious, skewer-sharp satire with unashamed
fondness, the personal with the political. Most of it all it reveals a young man learning to reconcile
differences and oppositions: a double-edged portrait of the intellectual as a young man.
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From reader reviews:

Cathy Spearman:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book The Gatekeeper: A Memoir was making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication The Gatekeeper: A Memoir is not only giving you more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
using the book The Gatekeeper: A Memoir. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Daniel Campbell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. In
order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Gatekeeper: A
Memoir will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Edgar Foley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The Gatekeeper: A Memoir this reserve consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when
he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Michael Castillo:

Beside that The Gatekeeper: A Memoir in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Gatekeeper: A Memoir because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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