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This is a book about the dramatic periods in the Earth's history called mass extinctions - short periods (by
geological standards) when life nearly died out on Earth. The most famous is the mass extinction that
happened about 65 million years ago, and that caused the death of the dinosaurs. But that was not the worst
mass extinction: that honour goes to the extinction at the end of the Permian Period, about 250 million years
ago, when over 90% of life is thought to
have become extinct.

What caused these catastrophes? Was it the effects of a massive meteorite impact? There is evidence for such
an impact about 65 million years ago. Or was it a period of massive volcanic activity? There is evidence in
the rocks of huge lava flows at periods that match several of the mass extinctions. Was it something to do
with climate change and sea level? Or was it a combination of some or all of these?

The question has been haunting geologists for a number of years, and it forms one of the most exciting areas
of research in geology today. In this book, Tony Hallam, a distinguished geologist and writer, looks at all the
different theories and also what the study of mass extinctions might tell us about the future. If climate change
is a key factor, we may well, as some scientists have suggested, be in a period of mass extinction of our own
making.
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From reader reviews:

Nyla Gomez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Catastrophes and Lesser
Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Charles Green:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions, you could tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.

Verla Foster:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass
extinctions it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Judy Williams:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Catastrophes and Lesser
Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know



world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities:
The causes of mass extinctions become your own starter.
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