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For a generation or more, literary theorists have used the metaphor of "the death of the author" in considering
the observation that to write is to abdicate control over the meanings one's text is capable of generating. But
in the case of AIDS diaries, the metaphor can be literal. Facing It examines the genre not in classificatory
terms but pragmatically, as the site of a social interaction. Through a detailed study of three such diaries,
originating respectively in France, the United States, and Australia, Ross Chambers demonstrates that issues
concerning the politics of AIDS writing and the ethics of reading are linked by a common concern with the
problematics of survivorhood. Two of the diaries chosen for special attention in this light are video diaries:
La Pudeur ou l'impudeur by Hervé Guibert (author of To the Friend Who Did Not Save My Life), and
Silverlake Life, by the American videomaker Tom Joslin (aided by his lover and friends, notably Peter
Friedman). The third is a defiant but anxious text, Unbecoming, by an American anthropologist, Eric
Michaels, who died in Brisbane, Australia, in 1988. Other authors more briefly examined include Pascal de
Duve, Bertrand Duquénelle, Alain Emmanuel Dreuilhe, David Wojnarowicz, Gary Fisher, and the filmmaker
(not a diarist) Laurie Lynd. Finally, Facing It takes on the issue of its own relevance, asking what
contributions literary criticism can make in the midst of an epidemic.

"Groundbreaking in its approach and potentially wide in its appeal. . . . The rigor of the ideas, their dramatic
nature, and the political drive of the rhetoric all should win Facing It a large readership that could extend far
beyond students of narrative or queer theory." --David Bergman, Towson University, editor of Camp
Grounds: Style and Homosexuality

Ross Chambers is Distinguished University Professor of French and Comparative Literature, University of
Michigan, and author of Room for Maneuver: Reading (the) Oppositional (in) Narrative and Story and
Situation: Narrative Seduction and the Power of Fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Cleveland Bolton:

The book Facing It: AIDS Diaries and the Death of the Author can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Facing It: AIDS Diaries and
the Death of the Author? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Facing It: AIDS
Diaries and the Death of the Author has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

David Simpson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Facing It: AIDS Diaries and the Death of the Author can be
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Murray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Facing It: AIDS Diaries and the
Death of the Author reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Facing It: AIDS Diaries and
the Death of the Author as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Margie Rodriguez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Facing It: AIDS Diaries
and the Death of the Author which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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