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Although he was a visual stylist who once referred to actors as cattle, Alfred Hitchcock also had a
remarkable talent for innovative and creative casting choices. The director launched the careers of several
actors and completely changed the trajectory of others, many of whom created some of the most iconic
screen performances in history. However, Hitchcock’s ability to fit his leading men and women into just the
right parts has been a largely overlooked aspect of his filmmaking skills.

In Hitchcock’s Stars: Alfred Hitchcock and the Hollywood Studio System, Lesley L. Coffin looks at how the
director made the most of the actors who were at his disposal for several decades. From his first American
production in 1940 to his final feature in 1976, Hitchcock’s films were examples of creative casting that
strayed far from the norm during the structured Hollywood star system. Rather than examining the cinematic
aspects of his work, this book explores the collaboration the director engaged in with some of the most
popular stars in Hollywood history. Coffin explains how the master of on-screen manipulation exploited the
nervous insecurity of Joan Fontaine for the lead in Rebecca, subverted the wholesome image of Robert
Walker to play a deranged killer in Strangers on a Train, and plucked an unknown actress to star in The
Birds.

Documenting Hitchcock’s Hollywood output from his arrival in America through his final effort, Family
Plot, the author chronicles each film’s casting process, performances, and the personas each star brought to
his or her role. Inspiring a fresh look at several films, this book will engage fans and encourage them to
reconsider a number of Hitchcock classics in a new light.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Harrelson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Hitchcock's Stars: Alfred
Hitchcock and the Hollywood Studio System? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

John Champlin:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day long to reading a book. The book Hitchcock's Stars: Alfred Hitchcock and the Hollywood
Studio System it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book features high quality.

Rafael Perez:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Hitchcock's Stars: Alfred Hitchcock and the Hollywood Studio System
this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.

Thomas Mitchell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Different



categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Hitchcock's Stars: Alfred
Hitchcock and the Hollywood Studio System.
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