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This study is the first of its kind: a street-level inside account of what Stalinism meant to the masses of
ordinary people who lived it. Stephen Kotkin was the first American in 45 years to be allowed into
Magnitogorsk, a city built in response to Stalin's decision to transform the predominantly agricultural nation
into a "country of metal." With unique access to previously untapped archives and interviews, Kotkin forges
a vivid and compelling account of the impact of industrialization on a single urban community.

Kotkin argues that Stalinism offered itself as an opportunity for enlightenment. The utopia it proffered,
socialism, would be a new civilization based on the repudiation of capitalism. The extent to which the
citizenry participated in this scheme and the relationship of the state's ambitions to the dreams of ordinary
people form the substance of this fascinating story. Kotkin tells it deftly, with a remarkable understanding of
the social and political system, as well as a keen instinct for the details of everyday life.

Kotkin depicts a whole range of life: from the blast furnace workers who labored in the enormous iron and
steel plant, to the families who struggled with the shortage of housing and services. Thematically organized
and closely focused, Magnetic Mountain signals the beginning of a new stage in the writing of Soviet social
history.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Martin:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization has been making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The e-book Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a
Civilization. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gordon Miller:

Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism
as a Civilization although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Scott Harrington:

You will get this Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply
e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Joshua Stpierre:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization
or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any
other book likes Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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