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Ten Thousand Birds provides a thoroughly engaging and authoritative history of modern ornithology, tracing
how the study of birds has been shaped by a succession of visionary and often-controversial personalities,
and by the unique social and scientific contexts in which these extraordinary individuals worked. This
beautifully illustrated book opens in the middle of the nineteenth century when ornithology was a museum-
based discipline focused almost exclusively on the anatomy, taxonomy, and classification of dead birds. It
describes how in the early 1900s pioneering individuals such as Erwin Stresemann, Ernst Mayr, and Julian
Huxley recognized the importance of studying live birds in the field, and how this shift thrust ornithology
into the mainstream of the biological sciences. The book tells the stories of eccentrics like Colonel Richard
Meinertzhagen, a pathological liar who stole specimens from museums and quite likely murdered his wife,
and describes the breathtaking insights and discoveries of ambitious and influential figures such as David
Lack, Niko Tinbergen, Robert MacArthur, and others who through their studies of birds transformed entire
fields of biology.

Ten Thousand Birds brings this history vividly to life through the work and achievements of those who
advanced the field. Drawing on a wealth of archival material and in-depth interviews, this fascinating book
reveals how research on birds has contributed more to our understanding of animal biology than the study of
just about any other group of organisms.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Jackson:

Here thing why that Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Ten
Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Ten Thousand Birds:
Ornithology since Darwin in e-book can be your option.

Suzanne Jensen:

This Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin are usually reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin can be
among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since Darwin forcing you to have an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Jamie Leal:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology
since Darwin e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology
since Darwin as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break
don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Sandra Black:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the
book when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything
time you only find publication that need more time to be read. Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology since
Darwin can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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