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The I Ching originated in China as a divination manual more than three thousand years ago. In 136 BCE the
emperor declared it a Confucian classic, and in the centuries that followed, this work had a profound
influence on the philosophy, religion, art, literature, politics, science, technology, and medicine of various
cultures throughout East Asia. Jesuit missionaries brought knowledge of the I Ching to Europe in the
seventeenth century, and the American counterculture embraced it in the 1960s. Here Richard Smith tells the
extraordinary story of how this cryptic and once obscure book became one of the most widely read and
extensively analyzed texts in all of world literature.

In this concise history, Smith traces the evolution of the I Ching in China and throughout the world,
explaining its complex structure, its manifold uses in different cultures, and its enduring appeal. He shows
how the indigenous beliefs and customs of Japan, Korea, Vietnam, and Tibet "domesticated" the text, and he
reflects on whether this Chinese classic can be compared to religious books such as the Bible or the Qur'an.
Smith also looks at how the I Ching came to be published in dozens of languages, providing insight and
inspiration to millions worldwide--including ardent admirers in the West such as Leibniz, Carl Jung, Philip
K. Dick, Allen Ginsberg, Hermann Hesse, Bob Dylan, Jorge Luis Borges, and I. M. Pei. Smith offers an
unparalleled biography of the most revered book in China's entire cultural tradition, and he shows us how
this enigmatic ancient classic has become a truly global phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Melvin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The "I Ching": A
Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Kelly Jackson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The "I Ching": A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

William Black:

You can get this The "I Ching": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Michael Slay:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
an individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference
book, novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the The "I Ching": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) when
you required it?
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