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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time

'[Arnold Bennett's] superb Old Wives' Tale, wandering from person to person and from scene to scene, is by
far the finest 'long novel' that has been written in English and in the English fashion, in this generation.'
--H. G. Wells

First published in 1908, The Old Wives' Tale affirms the integrity of ordinary lives as it tells the story of the
Baines sisters--shy, retiring Constance and defiant, romantic Sophia--over the course of nearly half a century.
Bennett traces the sisters' lives from childhood in their father's drapery shop in provincial Bursley, England,
during the mid-Victorian era, through their married lives, to the modern industrial age, when they are
reunited as old women. The setting moves from the Five Towns of Staffordshire to exotic and cosmopolitan
Paris, while the action moves from the subdued domestic routine of the Baines household to the siege of
Paris during the Franco-Prussian War.

'Like Wordsworth, [Arnold Bennett] has triumphed over the habitual; he has not let it disguise the particle of
beauty from him.'--Rebecca West
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From reader reviews:

Susan Gagnon:

The book The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book) (Modern Library 100 Best Novels) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book) (Modern Library 100 Best Novels)? A number of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book)
(Modern Library 100 Best Novels) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Randall Hernandez:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book)
(Modern Library 100 Best Novels) has been making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern
Library E-Book) (Modern Library 100 Best Novels) is not only giving you much more new information but
also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book)
(Modern Library 100 Best Novels). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Sherman Etheridge:

The book untitled The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book) (Modern Library 100 Best Novels) is
the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book)
(Modern Library 100 Best Novels) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Geraldine Carlson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book) (Modern
Library 100 Best Novels) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Old
Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book) (Modern Library 100 Best Novels) has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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