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Raised to be “flowers of the nation,” the first generation born after the founding of the People’s Republic of
China was united in its political outlook and ambitions. Its members embraced the Cultural Revolution of
1966 but soon split into warring factions. Guobin Yang investigates the causes of this fracture and argues
that Chinese youth engaged in an imaginary revolution from 1966 to 1968, enacting a political mythology
that encouraged violence as a way to prove one’s revolutionary credentials. This same competitive dynamic
would later turn the Red Guard against the communist government.

Throughout the 1970s, the majority of Red Guard youth were sent to work in rural villages. These relocated
revolutionaries developed an appreciation for the values of ordinary life, and an underground cultural
movement was born. Rejecting idolatry, their new form of resistance marked a distinct reversal of Red Guard
radicalism and signaled a new era of enlightenment, culminating in the Democracy Wall movement of the
late 1970s and, finally, the Tiananmen protest of 1989. Yang completes his significant recasting of Red
Guard activism with a chapter on the politics of history and memory, arguing that contemporary memories of
the Cultural Revolution are factionalized along the lines of political division that formed fifty years before.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Nieves:

This book untitled The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian In) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this book from your list.

Brian Rocha:

The actual book The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian In) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style
to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The
book The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In)
is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Joan Hanson:

The guide with title The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian In) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Donna Gamble:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book The Red Guard Generation and
Political Activism in China (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.
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